
 

 

 
Term 

YEAR 4 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW  

AUTUMN 
Topic / Theme     

 
Broomsticks, Fireworks  

and Stars 
   

 

School Values 
RESPECT  Kings 10:1-13 FRIENDSHIP Ruth1:1-22 

 

SPIRITUALITY 
Maths Number, Measurement, Geometry & Statistics 
English Recount  

Narrative stories – Hetty Feather – J Wilson 

Non-chronological reports  

Bats, the digestive system, teeth  

Harry Potter  - JK Rawling  

Narrative stories – The Firework Maker’s Daughter  

- Philip Pullman  

George’s Marvellous Medicine – Roald Dahl 

Playscripts    

Poetry – Christmas   
RE The Big Story  

Buddhism  

2a.3 Incarnation    

Christmas 
 

Computing 
e-safety > programming, multimedia and technology in our lives, Dance mat typing 

RHE Online relationships and Internet safety and harms 

E-safety > Basic Skills Basic Skills 

Science The Digestive System & teeth 

Food chains  

States of matter - Solids, liquids and gases 

Water cycle 
 

History 
 

The Shang Dynasty of Ancient 

China 

Guy Fawkes 

Remembrance Sunday  (The British 

Legion) 

One Boy’s War – Lynn Higgins-Cooper 

 

Geography 
Where do I come from? Where do I live? 

Using maps and atlases (link to ancient China) 

China Today 

Design 

Technology 
Principles of a healthy and varied diet-  

Understand seasonality - Linked to harvest 

Visit to Chinese market- Asian cooking – vegetable 

stir-fry, rice 

 

Design and make a kite 

Art & Design Self-portraits - Artist focus  - Frida Kahlo 

 Painting dragons 

Origami 

The Willow Pattern - pencils  

Collage /chalks – Fireworks 

Christmas card (pop-up) and calendar 
 

Music 

& Drama 

Charanga 

Class song - Meet & Greet Presentation 

Singing – Harvest songs/Harvest Assembly 

Charanga 

Singing - Christmas carols 

 

Recorder tuition  
PE Football 

Fitness / Skipping / Hockey 

Football 

Fitness / Skipping / Hockey 
Spanish  Unit 7 Qué tiempo hace? Unit 8 Qué te gusta hacer? 

 
Personal, 

Social & 

Emotional 

aspects of 

learning 

Citizenship 

Relationships 

and Health  

(RHE) 

Mental and Physical Health, Keeping Safe 

New beginnings(SEAL) 

Good to be me -Knowing myself (SEAL) 

Democracy - Taking part  

– Rules and Laws – school/classroom rules 

Respectful Relationships 

Black History Month 

World Afro Day  
Show racism the red card 

Mental and Physical Health, Keeping Safe 

Getting on & falling out (SEAL) 

Bullying  

 

Christmas Jumper Day  

 

Christmas – Shelter/ the homeless 
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TERM 
YR4 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 

SPRING TERM 
Topic / 

Theme 
                                                   

Doodlebugs, 

                         

Rockets and 

    Dragons                       

                          

School 

Values 
LOVE 

The Good Samaritan Luke 10:29–37 

FORGIVENESS 

St Peter – Matthew18:21 
Maths Number, Measurement, Geometry 

& Statistics 
English  Historical Narrative  

Doodlebug Alley- Robert Swindells 
other R Swindell stories 

Journalistic – bombing, evacuation  

reports including war  

Explanations – (science links)  

Narrative – Why the Whales Came – M Morpurgo 

 

Poetry – Dragon poems  

 

Reading story – How to Train your Dragon- Cressida 

Cowell  
RE Gospel 

2a.4 

Salvation 2a.5 

Easter  
 

Computing 
Coding Coding  

e-safety > programming, multimedia and technology in our lives, Dance mat typing  
RHE Online relationships and Internet safety and harms 

Science Sound  Electricity  
 

History 
World War 2  

The Blitz 

What was it like for children in 

World War 2? Evacuation in the local area 

The Victorian Tunnel – The Ouseburn 

 

Geography 
 Using maps and atlases 

War, evacuation,  refugees 
Design 

Technology 
Design and make an aeroplane Food technology – corned beef hash, powered egg, Ovaltine 

Art & 

Design 
Painting – The Blitz – LS Lowrey  

Underground Shelter – Henry Moore 

Origami – aeroplanes 

 

Clay dragon 

Music 

& Drama 
Charanga - Glockenspiel Stage 3 

War Songs – Analysing and writing lyrics 

Charanga - Benjamin Britten - Cuckoo! Benjamin Britten 

(Western Classical music), Folk, Big Band Jazz 

Easter service 

RECORDERS  

 
 

PE 

 

Dance / Gymnastics 

 

Gymnastics / Dance - Dance festival 

Basketball/Netball 

Spanish  Unit 9 Raúl viaja en el tiempo 

 

Unit 10 Healthy lifestyles 

 
Personal, 

Social & 

Emotional 

aspects of 

learning 

Citizenship 

Relationships 

and Health 

(RHE) 

Families and people who care for me 

Relationships (SEAL) 

 

Respectful Relationships  

Citizenship- issues of war e.g. equality, justice, 

evacuation, grief 

Good to be me (SEAL) 

Choices (SEAL) 

 

   Respectful Relationships  

 Citizenship- asylum seekers  

and refugees 
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Year &  

Term 

YEAR 4 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW  

SUMMER  

Topic / Theme                 Awe and Wonder 
Pharaohs and Pyramids, 

Rivers and                  Forests 
  
 
       

 

School Values PERSEVERANCE 
Book of Job: Chapter 1 

TRUST 
Matthew 6: 25-26 

Mathematics Number, Measurement, Geometry & Statistics  

English Narrative story – The Butterfly Lion – M 
Morpurgo 

Poetry -  Ozymandias & Shape 
poems  

Narrative story– Dear Olly  – M 
Morpurgo 

 

Narrative story – Wonder  - R J Palacio 
Narrative /Discussion/Persuasion 

(circus, endangered animals, endangered habitats) 

 Vanishing Rainforest – R Platt,  
The Shaman’s Apprentice – L Cherry & MJ Plotkin  

The Great Kapok Tree – Lynne Cherry  
Narrative story – Millions -  Frank Cottrell Boyce 

RE When Jesus left, what next? Missionary Work - Save the Children  
How and why do believers show their 

commitments during the journey of life? 

 
Computing 

Film making   Internet searching/Blogging 

e-safety > programming, multimedia and technology in our lives 
RHE Online relationships and Internet safety and harms 

Science Living Things – grouping, classification 
Habitats – The Red Sea - coral reefs, The Sahara 

Desert   
Food chains 

Changing environments – threats to coral reefs 

Habitats – The Amazon Rainforest  
Food chains 

Changing environments – threats to 
rainforests, indigenous populations  

 

History Ancient Egypt  

 
Geography 

Egypt today – weather, tourism 
The Sahara Desert   

The Red Sea, The River Nile 
Contrast local area & Egypt  

Tourism – seaside - Tynemouth/Cullercoats 

The River Amazon and The Amazon Rainforest 
Environmental issues linked to rainforests 

Vanishing Rainforest – R Platt,  
The Shaman’s Apprentice – L Cherry & MJ Plotkin  

The Great Kapok Tree – Lynne Cherry 

DT Incorporate an alarm into a pyramid 
Or design and make a model boat that floats 

 
South American recipe – exotic fruit salad 

Art & Design Clay- Canopic jar 
Pattern –  Egyptian jewellery, funeral mask 

Drawing and painting inspired by rainforest 

Music 
& Drama 

Charanga -  Blackbird  
African Drumming 

Charanga - Reflect, Rewind and Replay 
 

Recorders 

 
PE 

Football 
Swimming 

Netball /Basketball 
    Dance - Samba  / Swimming       

Spanish Unit 11 El Carnaval de los animales Unit 12 Cuando llueve llevo un paraguas 
Social & 

emotional 
aspects of 
learning 
PSHCE 

Relationships Changes 
 

Respectful Relationships 

Multi-cultural - Living in a diverse world  
 

 Physical Health and Mental Wellbeing 
Being Safe  - Fruity Friday – Safe, Fit & Healthy 

Week  

Economic Education – money project 
Financial capability unit 7 Looking after my money 


