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Parenting Contracts for attendance – guide for parents

What is a parenting contract?

A parenting contract is a formal written agreement between a parent or carer and either the school and / or the local authority. A parenting contract may be offered if your child has failed to attend school regularly.

A parenting contract is meant to support you, the school and the LA to identify and address the issues surrounding your child’s irregular attendance at school and encourage a positive working relationship to improve attendance. It is not intended to be a punishment.

What does it involve?

Everyone signed up to the contract will agree to take certain actions which are realistic and which address the issues of non-attendance for a specified period of time. You might agree to do things like getting your child up on time, signing a daily report card and reporting any difficulties to school as soon as possible. School might agree to inform you if your child does not arrive at school, deal quickly with any problems and involve other agencies that might be able to offer you additional support. The contract will be reviewed regularly.
Do I have to enter into a parenting contract?
Entry into a parenting contract is voluntary but it does provide you with an opportunity to get support to improve your child’s attendance at school. If you do take up the offer of a parenting contract and try to comply with it, this may assist your case if the local authority decides to take legal action against you for your child’s irregular attendance. If you refuse the offer or don’t comply without good reason this may also be presented as evidence.
If you decide not to enter into a contract, you will need to try to find other ways of improving your child’s attendance and it may be worth discussing how you intend to do this with the school or local authority. 

How is a parenting contract arranged?

You will be invited to a meeting in school with a school representative. The local authority Area Attendance Officer may also attend. Depending on their age and understanding, your child can attend part or all of the meeting. 
At the meeting you will be asked your views on your child’s attendance and whether there are any underlying issues. Try to think about the reasons behind your child’s absences, any particular difficulties you are experiencing at the moment and what would help you to improve your child’s attendance. Also think about what you can do to improve attendance.
School will explain what support they can offer and whether any other agency including the local authority might also be able to help you and your child. You will be able to discuss what is expected of both you and the school and then agree the actions that will support improved attendance. If you choose to accept the offer, the final contract will be signed by you, the school representative and in some cases the area attendance officer. 
Please see overleaf for further sources of information
National contacts

www.direct.gov.uk School attendance, absence and your child
www.education.gov.uk/schools/pupilsupport Behaviour and attendance - Parental responsibility 
familylives.org.uk Truancy 

Helpline: 0808 800 2222

Local contacts
www.newcastle.gov.uk Schools – Attendance

You can phone the Attendance Service on 0191 277 4500 or 
email attendanceservice@newcastle.gov.uk
If you require this information in audio, Braille or large print, please contact the Attendance Service to arrange.
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